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Introduction

This booklet contains some of the items displayed in the Kuwait-India Rela-
tions Exhibition, most of which are important documents from my personal col-
lection that highlight the longstanding relationship between Kuwait and India.

| made it a point to contribute documents that emphasize the depth of this relation-
ship, which played a positive role in the prosperity of Kuwait’s economy prior to the oil
era.

Most of the documents showcased highlight the prices of Indian goods, the names of
some Kuwaiti commercial offices at ports in the Indian subcontinent, as well as the sig-
nificant trade exchange between Kuwait and India at the time.

Believing that documentation is the only means to preserve events and information,
we issued this brochure to document this important exhibition, which sheds light on
key aspects of this deep and historic relationship.

| would also like to extend my sincere thanks to the Center for Research and Studies on
Kuwait, to Dr. Abdullah Yousef Al-Ghanim, the head of the center, and to Dr. Faisal Adel
Al-Wazzan, advisor at the center, for providing us with some of the important docu-
ments included in this exhibition.

Fahad Ghazi Al-Abduljil

President of the Kuwaiti Heritage Society
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The National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, in cooperation with the Center for
Research and Studies on Kuwait and the Embassy of the Republic of India to the State
of Kuwait, is pleased to announce the organization of a special event on Monday, May
19, 2025, to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the historic and longstanding relation-
ship between Kuwait and the Republic of India.

The foundations of this strong relationship were laid around the year 1775, when
Kuwait organized its first trade voyages to India. Kuwaiti sailors discovered the ports of
the Indian subcontinent and the great economic opportunities they held. Soon after,
Kuwaitis established an extensive trade network connecting East and West, transform-
ing Kuwait into a vital commercial hub in the region thanks to this growing economic
relationship.

The relationship was not limited to trade alone. Many Kuwaiti families settled in vari-
ous Indian ports, importing food, textiles, and timber, which were then re-exported to
ports near Kuwait. This significantly contributed to the flourishing of trade activity in
the Arabian Gulf.

The Kuwaiti naval fleet, known for its heritage and strength, was the cornerstone in
strengthening these ties by transporting dates and Arabian horses to the western ports
of India, further enhancing Kuwait’s presence on the regional trade map.

This event serves as a window into the depth of the Kuwaiti-Indian relationship and a
living embodiment of the bonds that have spanned more than two and a half centu-
ries, characterized by mutual respect, cooperation, and a shared destiny between the
two friendly peoples.

Welcome to this historic cultural occasion, in which we recall a bright past and shape
the features of a more radiant shared future.

Dr. Mohammad Khaled Al-Jassar

General Secretary of the National Council of Culture, Arts and Letters
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Message from Ambassador of India
| take this opportunity to profusely thank the Secretary General of National Council
for Culture, Arts and Literature (NCCAL) Dr. Mohmmad Khaled Al-Jassar and the Pre-
sident of Kuwait Heritage Society Mr Fahad Ghazi Al-Abduljalel for their idea of laun-
ching a special booklet showcasing the exhibition ‘Rihla-e-Dosti’- a tribute to the 250
years of enduring friendship between India and Kuwait. The exhibition and the book-
let capture an extraordinary chronicle that began with the waves of maritime trade

and has since evolved into a strategic partnership - steeped in history, mutual respect,
and shared aspirations.

The photographs in the booklet remind us of how our two countries first con-
nected across oceans, building trust through trade and people to people contacts.
These include manuscripts related to trade by Kuwaiti merchants at various ports in
India, offices of Kuwaiti merchants in Indian cities particularly Mumbai, Kuwaiti books
printed in Indian regional languages, Indian currency notes and coins (legal tender in
Kuwait for over a century till 1961), and so on. Another important feature of the exhi-
bition and the booklet are the photographs depicting the close connections between
the leadership of two countries over decades. These images and documents are not
merely archival testimonies but are living chronicles of a dynamic partnership rooted
in the rich history of the two countries.

| extend my deepest gratitude to NCCAL, National library, Kuwait Heritage
Society, National Archives of India, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting of India
and Ministry of External Affairs of India for contributing to and making this exhibition
a reality. | hope that the Embassy and NCCAL along-with other stake-holders can orga-
nize similar exhibitions in future to showcase various aspects of India-Kuwait partner-
ship that is unique and multi-faceted.

Dr. Adarsh Swaika
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An inventory belonging to Hajji Abdullah Ali Redha in Mumbai, containing various Indian
goods dated approximately in the 1920s.
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A letter dated 1912 from Mumbai Mr. Jasem Al-Ibrahim in Mumbai to Mr. Hussain Bin Ali Al-
Roomi in Kuwait with a postal stamp referring to the city of Mumbai.
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An important document dated July 1913 ,6, from the Chief Executive of the Arab Limited
Company for the Markets of Mumbai Mr. Mohammad Abdulwahab Al-Mishary, concerning
some company accounts and transactions. The company’s address appears as “Vincent Street
— Colaba — Mumbai.”



St e G312 gl /3] Oliiiia (ye

mﬁww‘é‘ww‘ﬁdﬁ)g‘ Mcw|@qﬁ&,ﬁbuiafﬁia%m:\f@'%éauzj}m—
- gt (Sliags 2 ot ugd jajaliaie ded! g elial

A rare photo from the late 1950s showing Hajji Mohammed Ali Zainel, Mr. Faisal Issa bin
Yousef Al-Qana’i and Abdulaziz Fahad Al-Fulaij in Mumbai, India.
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A passport issued in November 1948 from the British Consulate in Kuwait for Mr. Abdulwahab
Eissa Abduljalil, valid for one year. The document also shows that India was among the
mentioned countries.
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An invitation to a wedding banquet for the marriage of Mr. Khalid Mohammad Abdulwahab
Al-Mishary held on Thursday, February 1913 ,4, after Maghrib prayer to celebrate Mouloud
the Prophet births and have dinner to celebrate his wedding. At Mumbai, Arab district.
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A document dated 1912 from Mr. Othman Al-Rashid Al-Humaidi in Kuwait to Mr.
Mohammed Salem Al- Soderawey in Mumbai requesting payment of two thousand rupees to

Mr. Abdulkarim Al-Butiri.
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A document dated 1912 from Basra by Hajj Saud Al-Khalid to
Mr. Mohammed Salem Al- Soderawey in Mumbai requesting the payment of 30 thousand
rupees to Mr. Jasem Al-lbrahim.
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A cheque dated 1912 from the Basra-based gentlemen Khalid and Abdulrahman Al-Bader

to Mr. Mohammed Salim Al-Soderawey, requesting payment to Sayed Abdulmohsen Sayed
Mohammed Al-Tabtabie the amount of 1,500 rupees.
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A document dated 1901 from Mr. AbdulLatif Abduljalil in Calicut to Mr. Ahmed Abduljalil
in Mumbai, requesting the payment of 1100 rupees for timber trade with Omar barami, an
Indian merchant.
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A document dated April 1912 ,24, from Mr. Yousuf Al-Mutawa in the Malabar Coast to Mr.
Abdulnabi bin Haj Qassem concerning a monetary transaction.
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Al-Arabi magazine an Arabic magazine printed in India discussing news from the Gulf
Emirates, serving as a link between the Arab world and India. This issue is dated 1945.
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A letter dated 1920 from Mr. Jasem bin Mohammed Al-Ibrahim to
Mr. Hassan bin Ali Al-Roomi informing him of recent developments, especially the pearl
market in Mumbai. With Al-lbrahim address appearent on top of the letter.



THE POST OF KUWAIT
(INDIAN PERIOD)

From the opening of post office in 21 January 1915,
canceling bearing the name (KOWEIT) was brought from
INDIA & Indian stamps without overprint continued on used
and their origin can only be recognized by the cancellation.
On 1 April 1923 K.G.V. Indian stamps overprinted KUWAIT were
issued as the first set for KUWAIT. Cancellers with new name
were utilized. During WWII all stock of KUWAITI stamps &
cancellations were missing, the Indian P.O. had probably
brought with them a small supply of stamps without overprint,
which used in KUWAIT between 1941 and 1945. Many different
censor labels &cancellations appeared on out going and
incoming letters.
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Indian President, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan with H.H Sheikh Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, Crown Prince
and Prime Minister of Kuwait in Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi on November 18, 1964.The Vice
President, Dr. Zakir Hussain is also seen in the picture.
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H. E. Dr. Zakir Hussain, Vice President of India during his visit to Kuwait on 20 May 1965
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H. E. Dr. Zakir Hussain, Vice President of India during his visit to Kuwait on 20 May 1965
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The Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah at Delhi airport on 9 September 1980, greeted by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India, H.E. Smt. Indira Gandhi, and Hon’ble President of India H.E. Mr. Neelam Sanjiva Reddy.
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The Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah inspecting the Guard of Honour, at the
Ceremonial Reception in New Delhi in September 1980
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The Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah visit to Science Expo in
New Delhi in September 1980
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The Prime Minister H.E. Smt. Indira Gandhi called on H.H. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al Sa-
bah, Amir of Kuwait on May 10, 1981
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The Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah arrival at airport for NAM Summit in Delhi
on 7 March 1983. He was received by Hon'ble President of India, H.E. Giani Zail Singh
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The Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah delivering a speech at NAM Summit in New
Delhi in March 1983

35



s,:ub:«.mb %‘;«a)ﬂ LG 2 (g pd | daaie CagST| A 9a yial tcl..ua.").)\:;!‘ e Y| Cl..ua @.&J‘}e—w
‘_’43.53:& Olalgs
The Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al Sabah inspecting the Guard of Honour,
at Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi on, 15 June 2006

36



Wos yral pluall plotl was ¥ rlas i) gaw gdlaay Gutigh £1y)el! sy (o Olagatle HgiSAt) Ilae
Yool 5003 10 2 ogts 90 2 CigSI!
The Prime Minister of India, H.E. Dr. Manmohan Singh shaking hands with the Amir of Kuwait, H.H.
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al Sabah, in New Delhi on June 15, 2006.
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The President of India, H.E. Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam with the Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al Sabah in New Delhi on June 15, 2006.
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Bilateral Meeting between India and Kuwait held during the visit of the
H.H Amir to India in June 2006
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The Vice President, H.E. Shri Mohammad Hamid Ansari meeting with the Amir of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, in Kuwait on April 7, 2009.
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Visit of Vice President of India H.E. Shri. Mohammad Hamid Ansari to the Grand Mosque of Kuwait on
April 7,20009.
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The Prime Minister of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah laying wreath at the
Memorial of Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat, New Delhi on November 08, 2013
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The Prime Minister of India, H.E. Dr. Manmohan Singh and the Prime Minister of the State of Kuwait, H.H.
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Hyderabad house, New Delhi on November 8, 2013.
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The Prime Minister of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah addressing at the Busi-
ness Luncheon Meeting, organized by the ASSOCHAM, CIlI and FICCI, in New Delhi on November 8, 2013
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The Prime Minister of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the delegation of
Kuwait visit to Taj Mahal, in Agra on November 10, 2013
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H.E. Prime Minister of India, H.E. Shri Narendra Modi attended the inauguration ceremony of the 26th Arabi-
an Gulf Cup as ‘Guest of Honour’ on 21 December 2024
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Prime Minister of India H.E. Shri Narendra Modi conferred with the Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer by the Amir
of Kuwait H.H. Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al Sabah on 22 December 2024
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Ceremonial welcome at Bayan Palace to Prime Minister of India,
H.E. Shri Narendra Modi on 22 December 2024
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Prime Minister of India H.E. Shri Narendra Modi meeting the Crown Prince of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Sabah

Al-Khalid Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on 22 December 2024
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Prime Minister of India H.E. Shri Narendra Modi meeting with the Prime Minister of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on 22 December 2024
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Bilateral Meeting between India and Kuwait during the visit of Prime Minister of India to Kuwait on 22
December 2024
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